Next Door Solutions to Domestic Violence Overview

History

In 1971, a group of women concerned about violence they and others experienced joined together to start a hotline and refuge for victims of domestic violence (DV) and their children. In 1974 they were incorporated under the name Women's Alliance (WOMA) as a private, non-profit agency. It was the second shelter program in California and the first shelter program offering bilingual Engilsh-Spanish services in the nation. 

In 1989, WOMA changed its name to Next Door Solutions to Domestic Violence. Since that time, Next Door has helped rebuild the lives of tens of thousands of women and children and in 2003, merged with Women and Their Children's Housing, networking Next Door into the HomeSafe Transitional Living Sites in San Jose and Santa Clara, a housing project that offers women and child victims of DV affordable and safe homes. 
Mission

Next Door seeks “to end domestic violence in the moment and for all time,” addressing all sides of the issue by helping victims to rebuild their lives, building resilience in children who are exposed to DV, and advocating for responsible policy change. To achieve its goals, Next Door provides innovative prevention and intervention services to diverse ethnic and low-income families in Santa Clara County, California. 
Next Door seeks to cultivate self-determinism for individuals and their children impacted by DV, partnering with them to identify options, mitigate risk of further harm, and enhance their safety so they can avoid the devastation that DV can cause. Via direct services, systems advocacy, and culturally and linguistically specific outreach, Next Door helps victims and their children overcome barriers to safety in a sustainable way.

The Need

Violence against women in the U.S. is a problem of epidemic proportions. The DA’s Office of Santa Clara County (SCC) reported 4,538 incidents of DV in 2009, with many more unreported, leaving 11 individuals dead, including 3 children. Victims of DV experience physical injury, sometimes life threatening, and other long-term physical and psychological traumas including: PTSD; anxiety; chronic depression and pain; dehydration; drug and alcohol dependence; panic attacks; eating disorders; poverty; malnutrition; poor adherence to medical recommendations; repeated self-injury and neglect; sexual dysfunction; sleep disorders; suicide attempts; strained family relationships; and an inability to adequately respond to the needs of children. 

Research shows that 7 million children live in families in which severe partner violence occurs, causing children to develop PTSD or behavioral and physical health problems including depression, anxiety, violence, and cognitive problems. These children are also more likely to attempt suicide, run away, engage in teenage prostitution, abuse alcohol and drugs, and commit sexual assault crimes, and are at a greater risk of having serious adult health problems including tobacco use, substance abuse, obesity, depression, cancer, heart disease, and a higher risk for unintended pregnancy. Moreover, children who experience DV, if not reached, can exhibit risky behaviors that will allow the cycle of violence to continue generation after generation.

Programs

Next Door is a client-centered agency that addresses distinct and diverse victim needs and provides:

· A 24-hour Emergency Hotline 

· A 24- hour Emergency Shelter

· 48 affordable housing units and transitional supportive services at the HomeSafes in San José and Santa Clara

· Peer counseling and support groups

· Legal and Immigration advocacy

· The Language Bank, which provides access to services in over 26 languages

· Walk-in crisis counseling and advocacy

· Primary Violence Prevention; Dating violence Education; and Support Groups for teens

· Children's programming

· The Self Sufficiency & Financial Literacy Program
· Advocacy teams for victims at the Family Violence Center and CalWORKS

· Community outreach at schools, faith congregations and businesses
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